decline according to age. The age group 15 -44 years showed a survival rate around 15% for males and 25% for females. The survival rate declined in the second age group, 45 -54 years, to 5 -10% and the rates remained at the same level for the older age groups. When males and females were compared, female survival rates were higher than those for males only in the young age groups. No international variance was found in the survival rate in those over 45 years old. The survival rate and the pattern of decline according to age were almost the same in all countries. Males in Japan tended to have lower survival rates for the youngest age group. Similarly, females in the UK, Wales showed a low survival rate for the youngest age group.
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